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Weekly Dose 
A Letter or Letters-Sequence is considered  

to be Standing Alone when…  
 
RULE: A letter or letters-sequence is considered to be "standing alone" 

when the following common punctuation and indicator symbols 

intervene between the letter or letters-sequence and the PRECEDING 

space, hyphen or dash: 

 opening parenthesis (round bracket), opening square bracket 

opening curly bracket (brace bracket) 

 opening quotation mark of any kind  

 nondirectional quotation mark of any kind 

 apostrophe 

 opening typeform indicator of any kind 

 capitals indicator of any kind 

 opening transcriber's note indicator 
 

WATCH THIS and be careful: 

(f    "<;f Is STANDING ALONE, next to an opening round 

parenthesis, which is on the permitted list above. 

g   .2;g Is STANDING ALONE, preceded by an Italic symbol indicator, 

which is on the permitted list above. 

*from  "9from Notice, this letter-sequence begins with an 

asterisks, so the word “from” is NOT STANDING ALONE. An 

asterisk is NOT in the permitted list above. 
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<e    @<e1 Notice, this letter begins with an opening angle bracket, 

so the letter “e” is NOT STANDING ALONE. An opening angle 

bracket is NOT in the permitted list above. 

RULE: A letter or letters-sequence is considered to be "standing alone" 

when the following common punctuation and indicator symbols 

intervene between the letter or letters-sequence and the FOLLOWING 

space, hyphen or dash: 

 Comma, semicolon, colon, full stop (period), ellipsis, exclamation 

mark or question mark 

 Closing parenthesis (round bracket), closing square bracket or 

closing curly bracket (brace bracket) 

 Closing quotation mark of any kind 

 Nondirectional quotation mark of any kind 

 apostrophe 

 Typeform terminator of any kind 

 Capitals mode terminator 

 Closing transcriber’s note indicator 

WATCH THIS and BE CAREFUL: 

this...  ?444 STANDING ALONE, next to an ellipsis, which is on the 
permitted list above. 

d:   ;d3 STANDING ALONE, next to a colon, which is on the 
permitted list above. 

that.)*   ?at4">"9 Notice, the letters-sequence ends with an          

asterisks, so the word “this” is NOT STANDING ALONE. An   

asterisk is NOT in the permitted list above. 

work(s) "w"<s"> Notice, the letter “s” is NOT STANDING ALONE it 

is connected to the word “work”, even though it contains an 

opening and closing parenthesis. 
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Source: Unified English Braille 2013 


